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Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Burkhard Frenzel, 1928–2010
Burkhard Frenzel, one of the most important scientists researching Quaternary vegetation 
and climate history of Europe and Central Asia, was born on January 22th 1928 in Duisburg 
(Germany). During World War II, Burkhard Frenzel became Russian prisoner. In 1946, he 
passed the German school leaving examination in Berlin where he started his studies in 
Geography, Geology and Botany at the Humboldt University.

Later, Burkhard Frenzel continued his studies at the University of Bonn where he did his 
PhD about the vegetation of the Allgäu Alps in 1952 (Dr. rer. nat.).

After being an assistant for two years in Bonn and after having a national grant for 
two years, he moved as assistant to the University of Marburg. In 1960, Burkhard Frenzel 
became Reader («Privatdozent») at the Botanical Institute of the Agricultural Faculty of the 
Technological University of Weihenstephan (Munich).

Later in 1967, Burkhard Frenzel became full professor of Botany at the Agricultural 
University of Hohenheim (Stuttgart) where he worked after retiring in 1996 until his death 
on February 6th 2010.

Professor Frenzel’s main scientific interesting field covers Quaternary flora and vegetation history and climate history 
of the Ice Age. His first important books deal with the climate oscillations of the Ice Age (1967) and with principles of 
Pleistocene vegetation history of North Eurasia (1968). Burkhard Frenzel organized extended excursions to Central Asia, 
China and Tibet where he collected a lot of palaeoecological data to the Quaternary. From that data, several key studies 
were published (1994 a-c, 1995 a-b). Since 1991 Burkhard Frenzel was member of climate council of the government of 
Germany and since 1994 he was council president. Besides other functions at the University (head of department, Dean 
of the Faculty) he supported strongly the Botanical Garden of Hohenheim, establishing a special section including plant 
species important for Quaternary vegetation history since the Late Glacial. Also as emeritus Burkhard Frenzel was conti-
nuously supporting the Botanical Garden.

Professor Frenzel was honoured through numerous national and international scientific associations. In 1983, he was 
awarded Dr. h.c. of the University of Zurich, moreover he was member of the Academy of Sciences and Literature of Mainz 
and honour member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
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Editor of «Paläoklimaforschung/ Palaeoclimate Research», Fischer, Stuttgart-Jena.

Collaborator of «Progress in Botany».

List of publications of Burkhard Frenzel: see website of the University of Hohenheim, Department of Botany: «Liste aller 
Publikationen 2002–2006» and «Liste aller Publikationen ab 2007».
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